jerry Crumpler 
and Ted Kruger 
seated at the head 
of a packed Board 
of Supervisor 1 s 
Meeting at Inde¬ 
pendence. Though 
the majority of 
the people in the 
crowd were against 
the Lazy A shop¬ 
ping center, the 
supervisors voted 
in favor of open¬ 
ing the way for 
that new project . 


visor P,D. Cook voted no. He 
wanted an environmental impact 
report on the project. Even 
without a fancy report, common 
sense should tell someone that 
Inyo’s economy is out of balance. 
The city of Los Angeles has done 
nothing but discourage any mean¬ 
ingful hand-over of land for modest growth. 

Even efforts by Inyo to acquire federal lands 
around our communities have been thwarted 
by L.A.’s behind the senes pressure. After 
all, growth in Inyo means more people using 
water and more stability to fight water 
politics. 

It’s one of those things that everyone 
suspects has to happen but doesn’t want to 
face. When you look at a map of land ownership 
it becomes painfully clear, Los Angeles owns 
most of the land around Inyo’s tiny commun¬ 
ities. The Bureau of Land Management and 


What Can a New 
Shopping Center 
Do For Inyo? 

THE SUPERVISORS CLEAR THE WAY 
FOR THE LAZY A SHOPPING CENTER 
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The building of a shopping center - not 
even a particularly big shopping center - is 
no big deal in most communities. So why is 
it causing such a rumble in Bishop? There 
has been a lot of talk about this new center 
running local small merchants out of business. 
Merchants are finding themselves in the par¬ 
adoxical position of fighting free enterprise. 
But once again Inyo f s officialdom is missing 
the big picture. 

All of the contradictions, the fears, 
and resistance to this new shopping center 
project are all symptoms of a much larger 
problem. And that is — Inyo County desper¬ 
ately needs just a little land around its 
communities for modest growth. Merchants 
would not have to fear competition if the 
job market were healthy, if just a few thous¬ 
and more people had room to live here, places 
to work here. At the recent hearing on the 
shopping center plan, only one man talked 
about a part of the broader view. Dwayne 
Wilson, a partner in the Bishop Cottonwood 
Plaza center and owner of Wilson’s Pharmacy, 
encouraged working toward bringing light 
industry to Inyo. Of course, to do that 
land is needed. Wilson said that Inyo, the 
city of Bishop, and the Department of Water 
and Power should work together to attract 
industry to provide jobs. With more jobs, 
the buying power of Inyo will obviously es¬ 
calate. Another man stated what most already 
know — employment is now down, population 
growth is barely noticeable. 

The supervisors did, of course, approve 
the zone changes necessary for the new shop¬ 
ping center project to move forward. Super- 


(Continued on page 2)- 


SAMATAGUMA 
RANCH 
BREAKS UP 

80,000 ACRE HOLDING BROKEN INTO FOUR LEASES 

For more than 20 years the Rancho Sama- 
taguma has sprawled over thousands of acres, 
on mostly DWP leases, from Olancha to Crow¬ 
ley Lake. But during the past several weeks, 
the ranch was quietly sold and the leases 
transfered. Some reports say that nearly 
$2 million changed hands in the transaction. 

In 1957 Sandy Kemp of Lone Pine began 
managing the ranch. His son Scott Kemp has 
also activley worked the ranch. He said that 
his father had helped put the leases togeth¬ 
er for Catherine Spencer of San Diego County. 
"She wanted in the cattle business,’’ said 
Kemp, ’’and my father helped her." When Mrs. 
Spencer died, Rancho Samataguma went into a 
trust. Her son, Finnias Spencer, is a bene¬ 
ficiary and he apparently wanted to sell. 

Again Sandy Kemp helped with the arrange¬ 
ments . 

Kemp and his son have acquired around 
(Continued on page 7) 



















CENTER (Continued from first page) 

-Forest Service own the rest. It f s like the 
big squeeze and every economic theory and 
philosophy says it — grow or die. 

The firm of Crumpler and Kruger simply 
wants to do business. The two men involved 
are in the shopping center and development 
business. They want to reap profit from 
the Inyo-Mono market. And no doubt, the 
Supervisors were looking at the figures that 
Kruger handed them. He estimated that the 
first year's sales in the entire center will 
gross around 25 million dollars. The sales 
tax to the county will be around $300,000. 
Property taxes to Inyo will amount to as 
much as $70,000. Sounds good to the county 
fathers, and it is good. But there is so 
much more. There is the bigger picture. 

With the land situation as it is now, local 
merchants may very well suffer at the hands 
of competition from a chain store which is 
expected to come to the new center. But on 
the other hand, how can merchants complain 
about free enterprise? It puts local busi¬ 
ness people in a kind of schizophrenic po¬ 
sition. 

This Bishop shopping center furor is only 
a symptom of a problem that not only affects 
Bishop. The landlock is hurting all of Inyo 
County and perhaps southern Inyo most of all. 
The towns of Independence and Lone Pine have 
been slowly shrinking over the years. People 
who love the area and want to live here have 
been forced away because there is no place 
to work, no place to build. 

The Independence Civic Club, on a 25 to 
2 vote, agreed to support the Bishop shopping 
center. They long to see some bit of improve¬ 
ment and opportunity scmewhere...maybe even 


a wider shopping selection and competitive 
prices. Supervisor Bob Bremmer noted that 
many Lone Pine people now go to Ridgecrest 
to do their shopping. Most local people 
would like to spend their dollars right at 
home. But it f s difficult. The selection, 
in the view of many, is limited. 

Although the supervisors have regular¬ 
ly ignored recent grand jury reports, last 
year's report strongly recommended that the 
supervisors make every effort to acquire 
federally held lands around Inyo f s communi¬ 
ties for the well-being of Inyo residents 
and the future stability of Inyo ! s economy. 

The Bishop shopping center issue is 
another serious warning—Inyo's officialdom 
had better deal with the real problem before 
local merchants and consumers are really 
hurt. ■ 
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Topaz Lodge will give away a new 
rod and reel, or $1 per ounce for the biggest 
Rainbow or German Brown trout caught in Topaz Lake 
each week , The Derby will culminate in an end-of-the-contest drawing 
for the Grand Prizes of $1000, $500, or $250 on Saturday, April 28th. Whether you 
fish or not , you'll always enjoy Topaz Lodge hospitality - excellent dining , 
accomodations , and Nevada-style funl 

For more information on the Topaz Trout Derby call Topaz Lodge at (702) 266-3338 . 


A PLACE FOR THE FAMILY TO HAVE FUN [ 

At Topaz Lodge there's a special 
room for the kids, filled with all 
of the latest in video games . 
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MEYERS 
ON THE RUN 

THINGS DON'T SEEM TO BE COOLING 
DOWN ANY FOR INYO'S POLITICIANS 

The water war seemed somehow to have 
changed directions. No longer was it Inyo 
vs, Los Angeles f hut rather the Inyo people 
vs, their own officials. Though clearly on 
the run, the officials were holding fast to 
their so far unexplained push for the new 
DWP "agreement,’’ Bishop supervisor Lefty 
.Irwin f however, appears to be. having some 
uncomfortable second thoughts. He went so 
far as to enlist media support if in fact 
he changes his vote supporting the agree¬ 
ment , 

Showing no signs of changing his po — 
sition is County Counsel Dennis Meyers,.In 
a weak attempt to protect the supervisors’ 
beloved deal with the DWP, Meyers tried to 
block the grand jury’s questioning concern¬ 
ing the current controversy (related article 
page 5), Counting perhaps on the grand 
juiy’s secrecy to protect him from what 
could be an enraged public reaction, he even 
.considered getting a restraining order 
against the jurors to keep them from look¬ 
ing into the water agreement. 

But Inyo County seldom, if ever, has 
a leak-proof grand jury system. Word got 
out, confirmed by no less than Judge Don 
Chapman himself, about Meyers’ feeble maneu¬ 
ver, And once out, the news was quickly 
spread by the radio, television and the in¬ 
creasingly gutsy Inyo Register, 

MeyerS r recent performance was 
again raising serious questions in the pub¬ 
lic mind. His record as legal banner-bearer 
for the embattled Inyo people has been con¬ 
sistently less than brilliant. Even if the 
agreement falls through, does Meyers have 
the drive, the desire, or even the legal 
talent to follow through with the DWP law¬ 
suits? With the exceptions of Tony Rossman 
and former County Counsel Buck Gibbons, no 
Inyo lawyer has shown himself willing to do 
battle with the DWP lawyer-bureaucrats, 

Fortunately, Meyers’ attempt to frus¬ 
trate the grand jury system failed. And so, 
he and the supervisors were answering some 
hard questions concerning their sell-out to 
the DWP. 

Meanwhile, if the supervisors and their 
non-functioning water department were having 
some bad days, by week’s end it appeared 
they may be having further troubles from 
what has largely shown itself to be an out¬ 
raged public. Yet a new anti-DWP group has 
been quietly forming. It was to go public 
late this week with a well-financed program 
aimed not only at defeating the agreement, 
but also at ridding the courthouse of hard- 
headed supervisors, county counsels, and 
perhaps the entire water board who have 
plainly shown themselves to be totally un¬ 
responsive to the majority’s wishes. 

The new organization is the Owens 
Valley Committee (see page 6), It was to 
reveal itself - as OVC - at a press confer¬ 
ence this Friday, demonstrating not only a 
sharp and professional public relations 
campaign, but also a catchy little trade¬ 
mark ( OVC formed into the face of a wise, 


but predatory,owl) well calculated to catch 
the public eye, OVC is apparently a coali¬ 
tion of several of the more strident organ¬ 
izations that already have done battle with 
DWP - so far with startling success. 

With the increasing heat and the con¬ 
tinued bumbling of the unresponsive Inyo 
officials, it once again began to appear 
that - come the January public hearings and 
final signing of the agreement - the 
people of Inyo may yet get their way. DWP 
may have to try again, this time offering 
something convincing as to its true inten¬ 
tions toward the Owens Valley, 


SOME QUESTIONS 

??? 

• • • 


The grand jury was probably asking the 
county’s cowed officials some significant 
questions, whether its press release re¬ 
vealed their quiz line or not. Actually, the 
press release raised more questions them it 
answered. 

Most county watchers are hoping the 
jury’s questions ran along lines that the 
man on the street has been asking since the 
supervisors first voted to go ahead with the 
proposed Inyo-DWP agreement• 

*Why would an entire political body 
wove so obstinately against what was 
clearly the public consensus? 

*If "public hearings " are a part of 
the law , why would an elected body 
or its appointees act in total oppo¬ 
sition to the input at those hearings? 

*Did anybody actually sell out for 
cash or other considerations from DWP? 

*If the supervisors ignore the public 
view in this matter , how close to 
that view are they in administering 
county affairs? 

Such are the unanswered questions 
that are being asked from Olancha to Sher- 
win Grade, No one outside the grand jury 
knows, but it could be the jurors were as 
curious as averyone else - and not afraid 
to ask. 


WE’RE- 

FIGHTING FOR 
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AN AMAZING SURVIVAL STORY / A TIGHT 
SITUATION AT THE COUNTY JAIL / BISHOP 
CITY COUNCIL VOTES AGAINST LAND SALE/ 
ACCIDENT VICTIMS PLEAD NOT GUILTY TO 
DRUG CHARGES 

An elderly man was airlifted to the 
Ridgecrest Hospital after lying injured for 
eight days in the Ballaret area near Death 
Valley. Though suffering from a broken arm, 
some broken ribs, an injured knee, plus de¬ 
hydration and hypothermia, 65 year old 
Arthur Ludik of Salt Lake City Utah, somehow 
survived, 

Ludik had fallen some sixteen feet 
from a ledge when he slipped while doing 
some mining work in the rugged mountains be¬ 
tween Happy and Surprise Canyons, He had no 
food or water for the entire time until he 
was discovered by Paul Jones of Ballarat. 

Mr. Ludik was later transfered to Kern 
Medical Center, where his condition was 
listed as fair but stable. 

Overcrowding at the jail in Indepen¬ 
dence has put the Sheriff 1 s Office in a very 
tight spot. The jail, designed to hold only 
46 people, has been forced to maintain an 
inmate population ranging from the high 40 ? s 
to low 50 ? s. Sheriff Don Dorsey has applied 
for a $1 million grant from the Department 
of Corrections, but he won’t know until 
sometime in January or February whether or 
not he*11 get the money. 

If the problem of overcrowding stays 
as serious as it is the Sheriff’s Office may 
be forced to send some inmates to other 
counties. At $28 to $60 per day, plus trans¬ 
portation costs, that could get very expen 
sive. 

Inyo’s only hope for reliefe right now 
is the million dollar grant, but at the jail 
help can’t arrive soon enough. 

The Bishop City Council has approved 
two letters concerning the possible sale of 
three acres just south of the Jack-in-the- 
Box in Bishop. The letters, opposing the 
sale of that DWP land, were to be sent to 
the Inyo Board of Supervisors and the DWP, 

The Inyo Supervisors had asked DWP to 
put the land up for auction to create space 
for commercial development. The City Coun¬ 
cil, however, feels that project would 
conflict with its own planning efforts that 
are still in progress following the annexr- 
ation of new lands last year. Though the 
council is concerned about the loss of tax 
dollars on any potential retail development, 
there is always the problem of what that 
development will do to existing retailers. 

Councilman Don Talmage asked that the 
supervisors rethink their position on the 
land sale. According to Talmage, a new 
shopping center would not create any new 
jobs, but would leave local merchants 
clambering over "an even smaller piece of 
the existing pie." 


The two women who were arrested last 
month after their car went off the highway 
at Black Rock pled not guilty to the 
charges against them, According to the 
Court Clerk, Teresa Farmer of Ontario and 
Carol Patton of San Bernardino pled not 
guilty to transportation of drugs, posses¬ 
sion of amphetamines, and possession for 
sale of marijuana, Patton also pled not 
guilty to driving under the influence of 
drugs or alcohol. 

Deputies said they allegedly found a 
pound bag of marijuana, worth about $2000, 
along with other drugs in the car after it 
was involved in the accident. 

The defendants were released on their 
own recognizance and are scheduled for a 
preliminary hearing on January 23 in 
Independence. 


m 




allegedly found marijuana and amphetamines . 


Assault on children. It’s not a 
topic people like to talk about, or even 
hear about. But the Bishop Elementary PTA 
thinks it’s a problem and intends to do 
something about it. 

The Bishop Elementary School Board 
is considering the use of the Child Assault 
Prevention Program (or CAPP) in the city’s 
classrooms. The program uses role playing 
and other techniques to teach children how 
to protect themselves against an assault. 
Pat Anderson and Alex Fisher of the PTA 
said that one out every four girls, and one 
out every nine boys will be sexually 
assaulted before the age of 18 . And this 
isn’t just a big city problem. The PTA 
people say this can and does happen in 
Inyo County. ■ 
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The Grand Jury 
System 

"No person shall be held to answer for 
a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, 
unless on x a presentment or indictment 
of a grand jury.,." 

Constitution of the United 
States, Amendment Five 

The United States Supreme Court, in 
directives issued mostly during the Warren 
Era of the sixties, has ruled that U.S, 
citizens - regardless of their home state - 
enjoy the protection of parts of the Bill of 
Rights. Trial by jury, protection against 
unreasonable searches, protection from self- 
incrimination* these and other portions of 
the Bill of Rights have been guaranteed to 
all Americans. Indictment by a grand jury, 
though assured by the Constitution (as 
quoted above), is not guaranteed in every 
state. And so, the door is open for the 
states to determine how - and whether - to 
use their grand juries. 

In 35 states the decision to empanel a 
grand jury is left to the court; on the 
other hand, California's State Constitution 
requires each county to empanel a grand jury 
annually. Under the California Penal Code, 
county grand juries shall investigate county 
government offices and officers, and examine 
the accounts and records of county officers. 
They may also, if there is good cause to be¬ 
lieve there is criminal activity present, 
inquire into public offenses committed in the 
county, examine public records, and remove 


county or city officers for willful miscon¬ 

duct. 

By and large, the grand jury helps to 
ensure the efficient # equitable operation of 
county government. Only California and Neva¬ 
da require their grand juries to annually 
function in this important "watchdog" capa¬ 
city. In most states, the indictment func¬ 
tion listed in the 5th Amendment is the 
only power of the grand jury. That task most 
often falls to the District Attorney in 
California. 

Here in Inyo County the grand jury has 
19 jurors, drawn at random from a list com¬ 
posed of registered voters, volunteers, and 
people recommended by individual supervisors. 
During their one year terms, the jurors must 
meet at least monthly and are paid mileage 
and a small daily stipend. Grand jury hear¬ 
ings and testimony are secret, both to pro¬ 
tect the jurors and the witnesses from per¬ 
sonal reprisals and to allow the jury to 
operate free of political maneuvering. 

The grand jury may call witnesses, usu¬ 
ally informally by mail or phone. Occasion¬ 
ally, in a crucial case or if a prospective 
witness balks at appearing, subpoenas are 
issued to call witnesses. The jury must is¬ 
sue a year-end report and can issue interim 
reports if the jurors choose. 

Grand juries in Inyo County and else¬ 
where in California clearly contribute to 
effective government, providing another foil 
in the series of checks and balances so vi¬ 
tal to democracy. What is not so clear is 
why an amendment to the Constitution is not 
applied evenly to citizens of every state. 

One wonders, what other assumed Bill of 
Rights freedoms are likewise jeopardized? 



A News Alternative 

The Inyo County News-Letter is published 
twice monthly at 536 North Edwards Street, 
Independence, California. 

Telephone: (619) 878-2582 

Leah Kirk, publisher 

Editorial Staff: 

John Heston Benett Kessler 
Marilyn Fisher 

All correspondence, including letters to 
the editor, should be mailed to P.0. Box 33, 
Independence, California 93526. 
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Inyo County 
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P.0. Box 33, Independence,CA 93526 

Order a subscription for a friend—or yourself. 
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p—Manufacturing Jeweler 

Custom & Traditional Wedding Rings 
Jewelry Appraising 



Ring Sizing 

Jewelry Repairing 
Often while you wait 
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103 North Main, Bishop 


873-6980 


Don Leake Co.' 



Propane & Service- 
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PHONE: 876-5921 
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NEW COALITION 
OF CITIZENS 

For months, even years, the people of 
Inyo County have silently let their county 
government go by. The supervisors have met 
and made decisions with largely only the lo¬ 
cal news reporters watching. But now the 
people are watching too. Some officials, who 
believe that apathy rules, are about to find 
out that a new citizens group has been born, 
mostly because the supervisors have bull- 
headedly refused to listen to the people who 
elected them. 

The Owens Valley Committee is made up 
of individuals from many other groups who 
have come together because they are angry, 
concerned, and honestly convinced that their 
elected representatives are thwarting the 
will of the Inyo people. Bill Manning of Big 
Pine is the president of the committee; 

James Wilson of Bishop is the vice-president; 
and Vince Yoder of Lone Pine is the treasurer. 

Manning was unavailable for comment at 
press time, but Wilson told News-Letter that 
the committee’s aim right now is to "stop the 
water agreement." Wilson said in essence that 
the agreement is stacked in DWP’s favor. That 
fear has been echoed dozens of times from 
other local people. Another goal of the Owens 
Valley Committee is to support candidates who 
agree with the committee’s basic views on 
water. 

Three of the Inyo supervisors will be 
up for reelection soon. Obviously the new 
coalition will see that as an opportunity to 
accomplish its goals. It was clearly the 


supervisors’ failure to hear their constitu¬ 
ents that prompted the formation of the new 
committee. Wilson said that the new group is 
lf a response of the people of the Owens Valley 
to their supervisors’ not listening." He 
pointed out that there was considerable op¬ 
position to the agreement voiced at public 
hearings, but the supervisors acted as if 
that opposition did not exist. One supervi¬ 
sor, Lefty Irwin, had at least acknowledged 
that a number of people said they didn’t 
want the agreement, but he tentatively threw 
in his support for it anyway. Since then, 
Irwin has done some back peddling. 

The Owens Valley Committee vice-presi¬ 
dent said he has felt strongly about the 
water issue for some time and that now we 
are at "an important juncture." He said the 
people of the valley must do something now 
to protect the area, or see it go down to 
eventual environmental ruin at the hands of 
the DWP. 

Wilson says he wants to avoid seeing a 
wanton decrease in vegetation and an in¬ 
crease in dust: "As a businessman, what L.A. 
does to hurt the environment will hurt busi¬ 
ness , and I think that’s bad business." 

Wilson is clearly not alone. Besides 
the obvious environmental concerns regarding 
DWP and Inyo’s handling of water issues, 
many people are quietly seething over the 
blatant injustice that Inyo County is con¬ 
stantly dealt by the big city of Los Angel¬ 
es - and now by its own officials. 

The Owens Valley Committee people say 
they have plans to get their views out to 
the Inyo people. A press conference, fol¬ 
lowed by the distribution of leaflets, will 
launch their efforts to be heard. ■ 




Cocktail Lounge • Pool*Pac Man «■ 


Come in out of the cold to the friendly 
atmosphere at the Double L Lounge . This 
holiday season, give yourself a little 
time at the end of your day to relax 
with friends at the Double L. 


2 COLOR TV’s FOLLOW ALL 
THE MAJOR SPORTS EVENTS! 

sit 226 N. MAIN 
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RANCH (Continued from first page) 

20,000 acres of a city of Los Angeles lease 
in the Independence and Lone Pine area. 

Their deal, according to Kemp, involved the 
trading of land in San Diego County. Sandy 
Kemp declined to comment on the sale. 

DWP's man who handles ranch leases in 
this area, Russ Rawson, said the Rancho 
Samataguma included roughly 80,000 acres of 
DWP leases, calling it DWP f s "largest hold¬ 
ing." Rawson said the Spencer trust sold to 
Mark Jones and his family in Big Pine. It f s 
now the hj Ranch. The old Samataguma hold¬ 
ings around Crowley Lake and Bishop now be¬ 
long to Ken Miller of Miller Trucking in 
Bakers field. 

There is still another holding to be 
sold in the Olancha area. A deal is appar¬ 
ently in the works now for that lease. 

Although the cattle business makes 
up only a few percent of the overall East¬ 
ern Sierra economy, it is big business for 
some and Rancho Samataguma was the largest 
, operation. The sale and split-up of the 
ranch has caused a bit of a.stir among local 
ranchers. Some commented privately that 
they would have liked the opportunity to 
take over a portion of the sprawling DWP 
acreage. But the ranch was not divided in¬ 
to small holdings. Approximately 80 ,000 
acres are being transferred to four separate 
parties. Some local ranchers have quesi. 
tioned the method of this sale and transfer. 

DWP’s Rawson said, "lt f s like any oth¬ 
er business enterprise. When someone leases 
with us and they want to sell, they find a 
£uyer to pick up the improvements. They 
then submit a request to us to transfer 
the lease." We asked Rawson if DWP has a 
list of people waiting for a DWP ranch 
lease. He said that there is a list but 
that most of the people on it are waiting 
for horse pastures, not land for business. 

According to Rawson, DWP does have 
periodic inquiries for large ranch leases 
^but he said that DWP bought most of this 
land in the thirties and leased it back to 
the ranchers who sold out. These leases 
then remained with the families. "It's 
more than a business for them," he said. 

"It’s a way of life," It's apparently a 
way of life that others want too, but in 
the case of Rancho Samataguma few # could 
afford the price. 

No one would state for the record 
exactly how much money has changed hands, 
but sources close to the sale did indicate 
that so far nearly two million dollars has 
been paid to the Spencer trust, 

Rawson did explain that the money paid 
to the trust is for the livestock and 
equipment that goes with the lease. The 
money is not paid for the lease itself, 

Scott Kemp had said that there is, "No 
value on the leases. You pay for the cat¬ 
tle and equipment and the lease is trans¬ 
ferred." Rawson said,"There ? s no way of 
getting around it. Ranching is a going 
business and so does have a value," He 
said DWP does not get any of the money 
paid to the Spencer trust. 

And so the Rancho Samataguma is no 
more, at least not in the Eastern Sierra. 

Rawson said that he understands originally 
the Spencer’s home ranch bore the same name, 
and that Sandy Kemp had worked for Mrs. 
Spencer back then and had a ranch of his 
own in San Diego County. 


Scott Kemp believes that "Samataguma" 
is an Indian word meaning "old woman sit¬ 
ting on a rock, waiting on a man." Well, 
there are still more than a few local 
ranchers who are waiting for a moderately 
aized lease to raise cattle of their own. 

From time to time there has been 
discussion about DWP putting more acreage 
into agricultural leases, but it doesn't 
appear to be happening, The transfer and 
sale of Samataguma triggered some bitter 
speculation by some small ranchers who 
said that those who vocally support DWP f s 
policies in the Owens Valley are the ones 
who reap the rewards of city lands. 

That kind of manipulation is histor¬ 
ically not above the City of Los Angeles. 
Predictably it is certain ranchers who 
turn up at public hearings to support 
DWP’s water agreements. Maybe they know 
it’s just a fact of economics in the Owens 
Valley, 



Well, no one can say Inyo wasn't rep¬ 
resented at this year's Army-Navy battle 
on the football field . Four Forest Ser¬ 
vice mules from the Eastern Sierra were 
used as Army mascots for the game . 

And, as if the honor of being the 
Army's representatives was not enough, 
the mules were treated to a romp around 
the Santa Anita Racetrack . it was a 
first for not only the mules . The home 
of many a prestigious race horse had 
never before seen the likes of Inyo's 
proud mules . 

The happy hybrids are now settling 
back into day-to-day life with their 
handlers, Keith Parrish and Walt Svetich . 
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CHANNEL 12 -v 

BISHOP ^ 
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BENETT KESSLER 
& Marilyn Fisher 
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COMING SOON 
to SOUTHERN INYO!! 



SOUTHERN 
VALLEY 
CABINETS 

Kitchens, 

Baths, 

Custom Carpentry 
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A name you can 
Depend on!! 


Andrew Kirk 
(619)878-2537 
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P.O. Box 33 
Independence, CA 93526 


• Fashionable Men and Women 


For Fash 

ifcOonYo FASHIONS 


//a 


In The CENTER Of Town 


For the look that never 
goes out of style. 

Name Brands From Fun to Classics 

275 NorthMainSt., Bishop, CA93514 (619)873-3939 




At Holmes 1 you 1 11 find homemade hot 
soups served daily with our own corn- 
bread. Or try our Pita Pizza for a 
zesty treat. And we always have a 
hot, home baked special like vegetar¬ 
ian lasagna or cauliflower pie. Come 
in to Holmes 1 for lunch - we 1 11 
cater to your personal tastes. 

HEALTH IS YOUR ONLY REAL WEALTH 


your complete health food store. 

872-5571 192 W. Line Bishop 


O 


An experience in fine dining. 

Delicious gourmet foods 
and a Children's Menu. 

The Red Lyon Saloon 
has it's own bar menu. 




Saloon & Dining Room 
Open from 5pm 


Happy Hour 
Nightly 5-6 



The Normandy Inn 
Restaurant 



and 

Red Lyon Saloon 

Boulder Drive, June Lake, California 93529 
(619) 648-7998 


































































—BOOKS- 

TR£MUR£9 FOUND IN TH€ CITY 


A great gift idea for the child 

in your life. 

Not long ago I had to be in the me¬ 
tropolis for two rather unpleasant reasons! 
medical tests and business meetings. One of 
the days I indulged myself by skipping lunch 
to lolligag in three wonderful Pasadena 
book stores. It was January - how crisply 
the new calendars and books were stacked, 
how colorfully.’ I felt like a child who had 
just opened a birthday present of multi¬ 
colored blocks, logs, bricks and interlock¬ 
ing letters. All I wanted to do was loiter 
and build; what a yard for the alphabetical- 
or idea--architect f . What a paradise for the 
writer, the reader, the reviewer - the child. 

With even a speck of lazy ingenuity, 
anyone with any curiosity will find a trea¬ 
sure in any bookstore. It’s just a matter of 
slowing down. 

This time - bonanza.’ I found a series 
of treasures, and I could have easily have 
missed them all if I hadn T t switched into 
my ’’rural gear" when I entered that rainbow 
world of the childrens department. Bindings 
of cloth and paper swirled in bright blue, 
gold and red, mesmerizing me as surely as 
kaleidoscopes always have. Tucked away in 
all those illustrated beauties hid Serendip¬ 
ity Books , all skinny - generally no more 
than thirty pages in length - and only 5^ x 
7^ inches, or so,,They could get buried on 
the shelf if the dealer wasn’t neat, if the 
the customer wasn’t in slow motion. 

The word serendipity means to discover 
an unexpected and delightful surprise. 

Indeed, it is the perfect name for the 
series of thirty paperbacks by Robin James 
and Steven Cosgrove published by Price/Stern/ 
Sloan of Los Angeles. I snatched up eight of 
them. I had to have them. The covers alone 
won my heart. 

There is the title book Serendipity , a 
sweet, fuchsia sea "monster" who, frustrated 
by swimming in oil spill and land refuse, 
takes to continuously bigger dunks until all 
the swill washes back ashore in huge waves. 
Serendipity is a heroine, and all the ocean 
creatures honor her. 

There is Grampa-Lop , an elderly rabbit 
who wears a thick purple scarf, dodders with 
a wooden cane and spends a certain important 
part of his day lolling on a stump in the 
sun. The story begins with him daily spin¬ 
ning mysterious tales for the baby bunnies. 
These tales sparkle and twinkle, and Grampa- 
Lop grows tall and straight and wizardly as 
he tells them. The bunnies always run home 
starry-eyed, and their parents get their 
dander up because Grampa’s teaching imprac¬ 
tical truths - magic, bah.’ In reconciling 
all the rabbits, the writer Stephen Cosgrove 
makes a convincing argument for the eternal 
need for fantasy in life. 

A third book I liked very much is 
Trafalgar True . Trafalgar is a neon-lavender 
and aqua, winged dragon who lives in a 
crystal-streamed land called Kurium, Trafal¬ 
gar especially loves to spend his days 
watching the Kith and Kin. These little 
furry creatures are similar looking - a bit 
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like rabbits and a bit like skunks - except 
Kith have a white stripe down their backs, 
and Kin have a black one. Kith and Kin are 
total play-babies, and it is because of 
their joyful romping that Trafalgar True 
loves them so. But - and of course there is 
always a but, for the Serendipity Books al¬ 
ways present a problem and solve it - one 
day a beautiful "sunstone" falls into 
Kurium’s meadow. The arguing begins! whose 
is it? Trafalgar comes up with a way to re¬ 
establish peace between his small friends. 
But he’ll have to sacrifice himself in 
doing so. 

Are Kith and Kin ethical? Will they 
save their beautiful dragon before he 
perishes because of their bickering? 

Find out; buy the book - for yourself 
and for your children. The writer of Seren¬ 
dipity Books has a wonderful way of making 
a moral point without being preachy, and 
every illustration which Robin James has 
painted for Mr, Cosgrove’s clearly simple 
stories is a mini-treasure. 

Price/Stern/Sloan have hit on a superb 
writer-artist combination, at the same time 
managing to print their works in a format 
which is visually pleasing, easily readable 
and extremely inexpensive. In a day when 
adult paperbacks printed on cheap paper - 
with no pictures! - are going for upwards 
of five dollars, every single one of the 
Serendipity Books is a buy. 

Boxed sets of five are available for 
the fantastic price of $8.00. You can order 
from Price/Stern/Sloan Publishers, Inc., 

410 N. La Cienega, L.A., CA 90048, or pick 
up a set at Spellbinder Books in Bishop. 

You don’t really need to know each indivi¬ 
dual title before buying - every single one 
is guaranteed to delight ages four through 

ninety . 

by Eva Poole-Gilson 
of Independence 












SUBSCRIBE NOW! 


by Clarence Benbrook 

Reading the headlines can be pretty 
depressing these days . But not for 
Clarence Benbrook . With tongue planted 
firmly in cheek, he quips his way 
through current events . 


<—TI ie 


Inyo County 

NEWS-LETTER 


Is it right to bring God into a politi¬ 
cal debate? When he appears on TV I hope I'm 
watching. 

Fourteen House ’Democrats propose an 
$8.5 billion Government Development Bank. 

The government is already over developed and 
its present bank account is overdrawn. 

Consumption of alcohol in the Soviet 
Union is twice that of the U.S.A. Oppres¬ 
sion increases the appetite for vodka. 

Spraying extended for the Mexican fruit 
fly,. One fly was caught trying to swim back 
across the Rio Grande. 

Three persons charged with scheme to 
bilk attorneys out of $30,000. Bilkers fall 
victim to bilkers. 

Newly buried politician wins election 
in New York. He was wanted dead or alive. 

The ”Day After” is gone. The day after 
is not here yet. 

Lawyer says the agreement with the DWP 
is like a trial marriage, Inyo must be the 
wife. In ,a trial marriage she usually winds 
up pregnant, barefoot, and hungry, 

U.S. to support a period of silence in 
the classroom. From reports of grades^ a 
period of studv might be of more help. 

The Census Bureau may be willing to 
share secret information on millions of 
Americans with other Federal Agencies. This 
is about as welcome as an acid pit in our 
back yard. 

Senator Glenn asks for a hike in income 
taxes. He should take a hike instead. 

Cost of living rose a moderate .4%. 
Moderatelv rising water will eventually 
drown vou. 

Political language* "The challenge is 
to immediately move to merge the phvsical 
and technical realities with the economic 
and political realities,” How about merging 
some language with some sense? 

New Marine commander in Beirut says his 
troops are not sitting ducks for Moslem 
snipers. Thev now have orders to stay on 
their feet. 

Presidential hopeful McGovern says he 
would look carefully at the possibility of a 
woman as his running mate. As my wife always 
says, you can look carefully at the possi¬ 
bilities, but don’t touch. 

Law advocated to make newspapers print 
nothing but the truth. That would infringe 
on their right to lie. 

Larry Flynt swears at Supreme Court 
Justices. He was only asked to swear to 
them. 

Life is like a computer. You put gar¬ 
bage into it and you get garbage out. 



Or pick up a copy at news stands 
from Olancha to Rock Creek . 


A News Alternative 


CARPET * LINOLEUM * CERAMIC TILE, 
_TILE * HARDWOOD FLOORS 


COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL FLOORERS MODE LING 
Tonopah, Mono County , Southern Inyo 


Hoover Vacuums 
& Accessories 



Master Card 
Visa 


Modern Floors; 

LIC. #244228 

873-5406 1240 N. MAIN. BISHOP 

Sierra i 

I 

.# 



Qarderu 1 

cJVunrery^ 


This year make J 
an investment in J 
the tuture with a \ 

LIVING | 
CHRISTMAS \ 
TREE | 

•j 

A fine assortment of W 

•r* 

indoor and outdoor A 

I 

j 



trees in a variety £ 
of sizes from 
one to six 
feet tall . 


873-3459 


450 S 3RD ST 


BISHOP 


J 

7 7 


































INYOANS FLY SOUTH FOR THE WINTER/ A TALK WITH COUNTY 
HYDROLOGIST/ SHERIFF'S OFFICE MAY HIRE A FEMALE 
DEPUTY/ SUPERVISORS WONDER AT GRAND JURY SUBPOENAS 


Wintertime weather hit Inyo County 
like a shocking cold shower this year, and 
it’s likely to get a lot colder. That Sierra 
chill has sent a number of Inyo Countians 
scurrying off to warmer climes - at least 
those who can afford it. 

Local travel agents say that more 
people than usual are flying to Mexico and 
Hawaii, Mexico is particularly attractive 
dollarwise. The exchange rate of the peso 
has Americans standing in line for a south- 
of-the-border holiday. At last report, you 
could get 159 pesos for every dollar! 

Now, there is some inflation in 
Mexico, but just the same, that exchange 
rate is appealing, 

* 

Speaking of traveling, I just got 
back from a family visit to Scottsdale, Ari¬ 
zona - light jacket weather there. And on 
the plane ride to Los Angeles, Inyo’s hydro¬ 
logist Tom Griepentrog was on board, I 
asked him why it appears Inyo officials are 
desperate in their efforts to get into this 
agreement with Los Angeles, 

He said that they may be nervous 
about the court case on Inyo’s groundwater 
ordinance. Of course, a Superior Court Judge 
found the ordinance unconstitutional. But 
that was no surprise, and initially the 
supervisors ordered the County Counsel to 
move ahead with an appeal to that decision. 
The lawyers then said that they expected 
this battle to head to the Court of Appeals 
and to the State Supreme Court. 

But when the going got tough, every¬ 
body apparently crumbled. No one ever said 
the battle would be easy, and especially not 
so if our officials are going to fold at 
every turn. 

If our officials and lawyers are 
looking for easy street, they’re in the 
wrong job. 

Griepentrog also said that DWP staff 
people have become suddenly cooperative in 
handing over information about the Owens 
Valley underground. He said that Inyo’s 
Water Director Greg James is watching DWP’s 
behavior closely right now. The hydrologist 
said that James will base his recommendation 
on the final agreement proposal, in part, on 
DWP’s behavior between now and then. 

Perfect set-up for DWP. They know 
that and will, of course, be on their best 
behavior - for now. Are our officials really 
that naive? 

* 

We know a lady who is down to earth 
and wants to be an Inyo Sheriff’s Deputy. 

She is dispatcher Karen Plemmons. We men¬ 
tioned last time that a female was among 
those trying for the new deputy spot. 
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Police Academy classes start in mid-January, 
so the powers that be over at the Inyo 
Sheriff’s Department will be making some 
decisions soon. It’s obviously new and dif¬ 
ferent for Inyo to face the possibility of 
a woman deputy, although it’s old hat in 
other locales. 

Plemmons says it’s pure and simple, 
she wants to achieve in an area for which 
she thinks she’s suited - law enforcement. 
The dispatcher said she’s worked in social 
services, knows the area, knows the people 
and their problems. Plemmons says she has 
two daughters and she wants to be a good 
role model for them. 

* 

Just before the Inyo supervisors and 
other officials were subpoenaed to appear 
before the grand jury there was a flurry of 
phone calls going on. We understand that 
the supervisors and some others were fran¬ 
tically trying to find out "who it was that 
had us subpoenaed.’" 

I guess it was hard for them to accept 
that the Inyo grand jury members 
ordered the subpoenas. In fact, a number of 
Inyo citizens took the time to write 
letters to the grand jury about the water 
issue and the behavior of Inyo’s official¬ 
dom. 

It is the supervisors’ continued re¬ 
fusal to see that many citizens are upset 
by the agreement. And that is what is keep¬ 
ing those supervisors in hot water. 

* 

Those ff many n are waiting to see if the 
grand jury comes out with an interim report 
on the water issue. Jurors have not said 
exactly what they’re going to do, although 
our sources say that the jurors are having 
committee meetings, and it is possible that 
an interim report may come out soon. 

* 

And in Big Pine and Independence com¬ 
munity efforts are now underway to bring 
local television news to the to the people 
of these towns. Of course, Bishop has had 
Channel 12 local news for nearly a year 
now. But local TV is getting a lot closer 
for Southern Inyo too. 

Hopefully, Lone Pine will also be get¬ 
ting some local programing. Stay tuned. 


...MAY THE NEWS IN YOUR DAY BE GOOD NEWS 
EVERY DAY... 

Sincerely, 






A SUBJECT THAT WON’T GO AWAY 


The national news media lately have 
been bombarding us with reports, interviews 
and oppinions on the subject of war in a 
nuclear age. As in any media blitz, there is 
an initial uproar followed by a general at¬ 
mosphere of helplessness. Then a blase atti¬ 
tude settles in after the public mind has 
been completely saturated with so many 
sides of the "truth” that it can no longer 
come to an intelligent conclusion on the 
matter - and no longer cares to anyway. So 
it was with the Russian invasion of Afghan¬ 
istan, the ill-fated Flight 007, the masa- 
cre of over 200 Marines in Beirut, the sur¬ 
prise U.S, invasion of Grenada. But life 
must go on, and memory of these outrages 
soon faded into obscurity. 

No doubt the "threat of a nuclear holo¬ 
caust" will ijieet the same fate. Or will it? 
Unlike the other crises mentioned, life may 
not go on after all is said and done. That 
is why the issue of the nuclear arms race 
should never be put aside until any possi¬ 
bility of these weapons being used has been 
totally eliminated. 

There are presently at least 40,000 
nuclear warheads , more than enough, some 
scientists believe, to end life on earth. 
Though it's unlikely that all those warheads 
would ever be detonated, even a small frac¬ 
tion of that number would spread more death 
and destruction than anyone wants to think 
about, let alone experience. This is where 
that ’ -feeling of helplessness begins to 
creep in. 

Our politicians tell us that it is 
just not possible to reduce the number of 
warheads at this time; nor - given the pres¬ 


ent political climate - will it be possible 
for some years. They tell us that the mis¬ 
siles play a key role as a deterrent to nu¬ 
clear war, That is doubtful, Can more war¬ 
heads ever serve to ease tensions between 
the U,S, and the U.S.S.R,? To a sensible 
mind, more bombs can only increase the kinds 
of tension that ultimately result in the use 
of those bombs. 

Then there is always the chance of 
human error, or mechanical breakdown. Re¬ 
tired Rear Admiral Gene R„ Larocque spoke of 
some alarming little "boo-boos” in a talk 
for the Physicians for Social Responsibility: 
"We f ve had several incidents where nuclear 
weapons have literally fallen out of air¬ 
planes, literally just fallen through the 
bomb bays. Probably the most interesting one 
is the one that fell out of a strategic 
bomber in the Carolinas some years ago,,. 
landed in Carolina in a swamp, and they 
looked all over for that nuclear weapon. We 
haven f t found it yet," Here in Inyo County 
there have been reports of "things" falling 
out of military aircraft during training 
flights through the Owens Valley. 

These horror stories, along with the 
ever present threat of someone using a nu¬ 
clear weapon in an attack, can only serve 
to harden feelings against the nuclear op¬ 
tion, Hopefully, this issue won't disappear 
for lack of interest, as so many other im¬ 
portant issues have. Hopefully, the dread 
of a nuclear holocaust will stay with us 
long enough to let our "leaders in govern¬ 
ment know that it is they who are expend¬ 
able , not us , _ 


Your only locally owned office 
in Southern Inyo... 
servin g Southern Inyo 


Available now: Southern Inyo resort 
40 acres with abundant water. $189,000 

140 secluded acres at the foot of the 
Sierra. Complete with house, cottage 
and springs. $140,000. 


Onluijc. 


DOROTHY BONNEFIN, 
Owner-Broker 

m_i ii i fci We’re Here For You. 

310 so. main street, suite 108 lone pine, California 93545 876-4121 


910 N'. Main Bishop (619) 873-4291 


FORD 


Rent by 
the day, 
week, or 
month. 

UNLIMITED MILES 


1 *& 


EASTERN SIERRA 
MOTORS 
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